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Prioritizing Evidence Templates and Examples

Requiring the Use of Evidence-Based Approaches Sample Language
Preferencing Evidence-Based Approaches Sample Language
Equity Considerations Sample Language
Building Capacity Sample Language
Communicating Changes to Applicants

	[bookmark: _qdn9xblgx5ym]Requiring the Use of Evidence-Based Approaches Sample Language

Required Evidence Approach: Respondents must demonstrate that the proposed approach meets at least the _______[Tier of evidence], through the inclusion of relevant evaluations or research to be considered for award. The agency has a strong preference for evidence that demonstrates the approach’s applicability directly to______ [population being served through this RFP/NOFO].  Respondents must also include a description of any adaptations that will be made to the approach (e.g. disaggregation of additional data, selection of comparison groups) to meet the needs of the population and address how they will incorporate these changes into future evaluations.
   
Dedicated Funding:  Respondents are required to dedicate at least _____ [% or dollar amount ] of the budget to conducting an evaluation developed in accordance with ________ [evaluation type - see Strategy 5] design principles. Third-party evaluators may be contracted to carry out the evaluation but should be documented in the budget.

Permissible Expenditures:  Up to _____ [% or dollar amount] of the funding under this agreement may be spent on the update or purchase of technology systems to enable the data collection required to evaluate the program. This includes software development to enhance data tracking, as well as the purchase of data analysis or visualization software, data extraction or APIs to connect data sets and facilitate an understanding of the program’s impact. 
 
Menu of Options: Respondents may select from the following menu of evidence-based approaches _______________[Insert allowable evaluation approaches - see Strategy 5] to use as the basis for the program design, delivery and evaluation.  The response must outline how the approach will be used, and what if any, adaptations will be made to ensure that it addresses disparate outcomes for diverse populations.  

Proposed Approach: Respondents are encouraged to propose evidence-based approaches to meeting the goals specified in this _____ [RFP/NOFO] and should describe the approach, the results it has delivered for _______ [population/area] or similar groups and how it will be used to meet the goals of this effort.  Respondents should submit relevant evaluations or research from other projects to demonstrate the level of evidence available. 
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Preference Points for Evidence-Based Approach: The agency will award ___ [# of points] out of ____ [total # of possible points] to respondents who submit evidence of effectiveness that meets at least the ____ [Evidence Tier].  Points will be determined based solely on the materials provided as a part of this submission. A summary of relevant evaluations or research should be included along with a link to the original documentation. 

Points for Contribution to Evidence Base: The agency will award up to ____ [# of points] out of ____ [total # of possible points] to respondents for the inclusion of a detailed evaluation plan that meets the criteria of an experimental or quasi-experimental design and can be carried out as part of this project. 
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Data Collection: Respondents should describe how sample sizes will be determined to ensure that they not only incorporate a representative mix of the population but that they allow for disaggregation while protecting individual identifiers. Impacts to the timeline or the budget for the work as a result of expanded data collection should also be addressed in the corresponding sections of the response. 

Data Aggregation: Respondent is required to produce reporting, both during project delivery as well as through the evaluation process, that provides disaggregated results by age, gender, race and _____ [any additional desired characteristics].  This includes an assessment of the disparate outputs and outcomes by each group.   Impacts to the timeline or the budget for the work required to provide disaggregated data should also be addressed in the corresponding sections of the response. 

Budget: Up to _____ [% or dollar amount] of the funding under this agreement may be spent on the update or purchase of technology systems to enable the data collection and aggregation required to carry this program.  This includes software development to enhance data tracking, as well as the purchase of data analysis or visualization software, data extraction or APIs to connect data sets and facilitate an understanding of the program’s impact. 

Population Focus: Respondents are required to address how they will perform an evaluation that examines the impact of the program on the ________ [specific population].  This includes describing the type of evaluation that will be completed as well as how members of this population will be engaged in the provision of feedback and any compensation that will be provided to participants.  
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Building Capacity: Respondents should indicate the type of technical assistance required, and the desired vendor, if known, to successfully execute work under this contract.  Up to ____ [% or $ amount of contract] may be used for technical assistance.  
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Use the below template to draft your goal/problem statement.
Our agency is committed to serving the  ______________ [population or area] with high quality, responsive _______________ [programming/services] that provide _________________ [impact/result].  So that all programming meets the needs of our _______________ [target customer] we are implementing a new evidence-based procurement strategy that focuses on _______________ [strategy name, see strategies 1-5].  This approach will _______________________________________ [short explanation of approach]. We believe this is an important mechanism to ensure that  ______________________________ [target customers/communities] have the opportunity to ___________________________ [increase/improve, etc.] ​while enabling them to _____________________[barrier they are facing] and ________________ [reduce/avoid/stop] as ______________________ [short explanation of why it matters].​ ​
​
Completed example
Our agency is committed to serving the justice-involved population [population or area] with high-quality, responsive pre and post-release services [programming/services] that provide a pathway to economic mobility [impact/result].  To better align programming with the needs of our justice-involved population [target customer], we are implementing a new evidence-based procurement strategy that focuses on linking provider payments to workforce outcomes [strategy name, see strategies 1-5].  This approach will provide bonus payments to providers for meeting or exceeding training completion goals through transitional or work-based learning experiences [short explanation of approach]. We believe this is an important mechanism to ensure our justice-involved youth [target customers/communities] have the opportunity to rapidly upskill [increase/improve] ​while enabling them to quickly earn an income to cover living expenses [barrier they are facing] and reduce the recidivism rate [reduce/avoid/stop] as data shows that the ability to earn a living is a key factor in post-release success [short explanation of why it matters].​



Visit RFA’s Workforce Evidence-Based Spending Guide for more resources: https://workforcespending.results4america.org 
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