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Organization: Results for America
Role: Consultant - Short-Term Researcher, International Growth & Scaling
Location: Remote

Organization Overview
Results for America (RFA) is the leading, national nonprofit organization helping

policymakers at all levels of government harness the power of evidence and data to solve
the world’s greatest challenges. Our mission is to make investing in what works the “new
normal,” so that, one day, all government leaders use rigorous evidence and quality data to
inform important policy and funding decisions. We believe that data-driven and
evidence-based policy decisions should be used to increase the impact of the over $2
trillion that governments spend annually to open opportunities and advance economic
mobility.

Program Overview

At Results for America, one of our flagship local initiatives is What Works Cities (WWC), a
Bloomberg Philanthropies-funded initiative that helps city governments across the country
improve residents’ lives by using data and evidence effectively to tackle pressing
challenges. To accomplish this, we work directly with city leaders and staff through
coaching and implementation support, a range of online and in-person learning
opportunities, and a growing professional network. This support is guided by What Works
Cities Certification, the first-ever international standard of excellence for data-driven,
well-managed local government.

What Works Cities Certification assesses cities based on their data-driven decision-making
practices, such as whether they are using data to set goals and track progress, allocate
funding, evaluate the effectiveness of programs, and achieve desired outcomes from
contracts with outside vendors. The program also measures whether cities are publicly and
transparently communicating about their use of data and evidence. By aspiring toward
Certification and implementing the best practices outlined in the program’s criteria, cities
across the country are more effectively delivering results for residents. What Works Cities
Certification also serves as an international recognition program, which celebrates and
accelerates the use of data and evidence in local governments by rewarding achievements
and providing a clear path to excellence. Since our launch in 2015, we have helped more
than 300 cities make progress on their most pressing issues, from health and public safety
to homelessness and blight.



Now in Phase 4 of the initiative, WWC is exploring growth beyond the Americas, focusing on
geographies in Europe and Africa where Bloomberg Philanthropies’ Government Innovation

programming already supports mayoral training. This expansion will build on WWC'’s proven
model to help more cities leverage data to deliver results for residents.

Team Overview

The Strategy & Growth team leads WWC'’s work to define strategy, plan for expansion, and
execute growth. As WWC’s network of cities continues to grow in Phase 4, the team plays a
critical role in identifying priority geographies, shaping outreach, and developing pathways
for expansion. The consultant will support this team by conducting the research and
analysis required to inform WWC'’s global growth and scaling strategy.

Position Overview & Requirements

RFA is seeking a consultant with strong research, data, and analytical skills to support
WW(C'’s early-stage exploration of programmatic growth into Europe and/or Africa. The
consultant will work independently and collaboratively to produce high-quality research
products and actionable recommendations that directly inform WWC'’s feasibility
assessment and pilot strategy.

Position Reporting Relationship

The consultant will report directly to the Managing Director for What Works Cities, who will
provide oversight and feedback on deliverables. The consultant will also collaborate with
Strategy & Growth team members to ensure alighment of research outputs with WWC’s
expansion strategy.

The consultant will work virtually and will be expected to use their own computer and
internet connection.

Position R ibiliti

The Consultant will be responsible for:

e Conducting research and landscape analyses of local governance structures, city
data capacity needs, trends and potential partners in Europe and Africa.

e Provide an overall analysis of the data capacity landscape as well as risks.

e Identifying a list of cities in Europe and Africa that would be ideal for WWC offerings
as well as a pilot.

e Mapping stakeholders, networks, and comparable organizations for possible
collaboration.

e Preparing research briefs, memos, and presentation materials summarizing findings
and recommendations.

e Providing inputs to WWC'’s feasibility study and pilot strategy development.



e Supporting special projects as assigned that contribute to WWC’s Phase 4 scaling
agenda.

e Collaborating with WWC’s Strategy & Growth team to ensure alignment with
organizational priorities and expansion strategies.

Required Skills and Qualifications:

e Strong research, data, and analytical skills, with experience synthesizing findings
into actionable recommendations.

e Excellent written and verbal communication skills, including the ability to draft
briefs, memos, and presentations.

e Demonstrated ability to work independently, manage multiple work streams, and
deliver high-quality outputs on time.

e Familiarity with public policy, local governance, international development, or related
fields.

e Strong organizational skills and attention to detail.

e A commitment to Results for America’s mission and vision.

e Respect for Results for America’s organizational values.

Preferred Qualifications:

e Graduate-level degree or current graduate study in public policy, international
development, urban studies, political science, or a related field.

e Strong knowledge of local governance structures in Europe and/or Africa.

e Experience conducting landscape analyses or feasibility studies.

Rate of Pay
The anticipated rate is $32/hour, with flexibility based on experience. The engagement is

expected to require 30-40 hours per week for approximately 16 weeks. Final rate and
schedule will be determined in coordination with the Managing Director for What Works
Cities.

To Apply
Submit a resume and cover letter to wwc@results4america.org by 5:00 PM on Friday,
November 19, 2025.
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