
INTRODUCTORY SESSION
AORTA + RESULTS FOR AMERICA



ABOUT AORTA

 Worker-owned cooperative

 Trainers and consultants across the country

 Building capacity through education, training, and 

planning

 Strengthening movements for social justice and 

collective liberation



ABOUT DANA

 Based in Western Massachusetts

 Background in Sociology and Communication Studies

 Previously worked as a community college teacher, software consultant, 

and community educator

 Mostly working with community-based organizations in New England



SYSTEMS FRAMING

 Systems of oppression exist

 We live in complexity

 All systems of oppression are interconnected

 Dismantling systemic oppression benefits everyone

 Liberation trickles up

 Blame and shame do not help us dismantle these systems

 Social justice work is painful but joyful

 Change and liberation are possible



POLL!



MARCH 5TH

 4 hours

 Mix of solo, small group, and large group activities

 Applying a racial justice lens

 Infusing racial justice values

 Assignment: 

 Watch Sea Change video

 Review Equity Dictionary


