August 3, 2015

The Honorable Roy Blunt The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair, Appropriations Subcommittee on Ranking Member, Appropriations Subcommittee
Labor, HHS, Education & Related Agencies on Labor, HHS, Education & Related Agencies

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Rosa DeLauro

Chair, Appropriations Subcommittee on Ranking Member, Appropriations Subcommittee
Labor, HHS, Education & Related Agencies on Labor, HHS, Education & Related Agencies

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senator Blunt, Senator Murray, Representative Cole, and Representative DeLauro:

We are writing to urge you to include $120 million (level funding) for Investing in
Innovation (i3), an evidence-based innovation fund, in the Appropriations Committee’s final fiscal
year 2016 Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies
appropriations bill.

We believe that i3 is driving substantial and lasting improvements in student achievement by
supporting the development and scale-up of successful innovations at the state and local levels. i3
uses a tiered-evidence approach that has two important design principles: it provides more funds to
programs with higher levels of evidence, and it requires rigorous and independent evaluations so
that programs continue to improve. By prioritizing approaches proven to work, the grants are more
likely to achieve greater impact. The requirement to evaluate results provides a basis to improve
programs all along the spectrum of effectiveness. In addition, the i3 program has demonstrated an
ability to successfully appeal to the private sector’s interests, generating private investments in the
form of matching funds and in-kind donations.

There is bipartisan support for a federal investment in education innovation. S. 1177, The
Every Child Achieves Act, was passed by the Senate on July 16, 2015 by a vote of 81 to 17, and it
authorizes an evidence-based innovation fund. This program, modeled on the successful Small
Business Innovation Research program, would provide flexible funding for a broad range of field-
driven projects and allow schools, districts, non-profits, and small businesses to develop and grow
innovative programs to improve student achievement. Grants would be awarded using a tiered
evidence framework based on an applicant’s effectiveness.

We believe that funding for education innovation is imperative to prepare the next
generation to explore the universe, cure diseases, and engineer new solutions to all kinds of
challenges and will help states, districts, educators, families, and communities prepare each young
person for success in college, career, and citizenship.

Sincerely,
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